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Ciol 17. 


~The Athenian Mercury. 


Tiieshey, May 7. 1695 


Entlemen, Jkave vead in one of your 
Mercuries your opinion, that there is 
4 world in the Moon, and nothing in 
the w: itings of Nofes /peaks agaixft 
it, you fay; methinks there fecms 
there te be an argument agiinft it, where tis faid ; 
(let there be lights tn the fresiete of Heaven, to di- 
wide the day from the night: and let them be for 
figns and for feajons and for days and years); and again 
(to give light upon the Fath), which jort of argument 
on this account i thereabouts often recited, 1 mean 
‘or the end for which they were created : but if you fay 
there might be and are lights for the Earth, yer al/o the 
Moon may be a werld, J fee ne more reafon for it than 
thar you may fay the fame of the Sun, for there are equal 
words for them both ; and why fheuld Moles /peak of a 
thing that really is net ? fure bad is been jo, at lead that 
shen could Kave found it out, truth would kave binted fome- 
whit of it tous; And that there are not more worlds 
thin thw one, this feems to prove ; wbat Chri who t one 
Ged hath died for this world, and therein far a, new fup- 
of2 you the inbabiters of another world fioula fin, can any 
shing le/s than a facrifice fatisfy for fin, and can Chrift dye 
twice, or cannot they fin, or bow? J could rather grant it 
were inhabited by Angels, or is thas your meaning? Js not 
thy and the like opinion of otber worlds injurtous to true 
faith ? I cannot think you would be offentive. Js i not 
4 bad Deviee of the world againft which we have vowed ? 
Not that ] think you would devife fo, Js it net Pride in 
the mind, and an unbeunded reftlefsnefs and over-ten- 
dency ef thought ? Well,! conclude, if it be as you Je it 
must be a large foul to receive it ; pray your jarther opt- 
rion ? 


Queft. 1. 


Anfm, The Scriptures were given us as the tule of 
faith and morality, and not as a Syftem of natural Phi- 
lofophy. And therefore there was no need of {peak- 
ing natural things according as they are, but accord- 


ifigas they appear to be, and according as they Were f 


commonly read. For do but imagine the Sun had 
really no other motion but that about its own Axw, 


and that the Earth did réafly move about its dx, aril. 


atcording to the different pofitions ef its fide towards 
the Sur cautfe day and night to alf places in the tem- 
perate and Torid Zones (for as for thefe places which 
lye near the Poles, the diurnal motion of the Earth 
does not affeét them, but the annual, or the place the 
Earth happéns to be in the Ecliptic); fay ,fuppofe the 
arth mov’a and the.Sun ftood ftill, and fuppofe alfe 
the //raelites underftood (as its more than barely pro- 
bale they did) chat the Sun mtev'd and the Earth flood 
ftill, wou’d it not have appear’d ridicalous in Fofbus 
to have faid otherwife than, Sun, ftand thou till 

G ibeon, &c. he {poke to the apprehenfion of thofe 
about him, and did well init. Butas to that peed 
Objection ef thofe Scrupulous perfons who think that 
truth mut always (peak; truth may {peak fomething™ 
that is different from the truth, but mot repugnaat to 


it: do net we read in the P/alms of, the Foundations and 


Pillars of the Earth, and in Job of the breadeh of she 
Earth? Yet there’s nething in mature more certain 
than that the Barth is round ard in the ars : 
other Celeftial Orbs do, every little treed can - 
yeu better things. Butte aafwer all chefs thingp “08 
ence, We bave ideas of ¢ in aur minds, ae 
z dot is only to convey thefe Ideas to one anor *,. herd 
that way is molt proper that is moft a Pi fen 
therefore Fofbug faid Sua, ftand thou a. Os. the 
he had in his mind was this, let not the nig | 
pon us till we are aveng’d pf ous Rnemics; therefons 


when wefpeak of the truth, or falfehood of a thin ; 
we are not fo much to look upoh the way of exprefhion 
as the /dea of the thing that is meant by fach exprefli- 
on. Were laskt, whether the way ‘rom one Exchange 
te the other was by Vemple-Ser, and 1 fhould fay yes, 
when I really believ’d it was not,T fhorid really lye,tho 
{peak a logical truth. And fo of the contrary... Lies 
and truths are in thé mind and underftandiag words 
are only organical mediums, but yet great care ought 
to be taken of ‘em.. But after all, we are not really 
perfwaded there are more workls(we mean habitable 
Ones) than ours, we only fay ‘tis probable and we have 
very good reafons for it, which it wou'd be too long 
fa mention at prefent. And as fer Ainning or not finning 
in them, &r. we need not enquire about that, God 
Almighty is not bound to aét by them (if any) as he 
does by us, his wiflom is unfearchable, he caa if he 
pleafes tell how tomake and gevetn worlds without us. 


Queft. 2. Do mos feveral places in Scripture argue thet 
the sun goes about the world but tf you/ay,tbes's /pake to mens 
common underftanding of things ; oa not truth (peak the 
truth, and then too it would bave been fo received and de- 
livered down tous, and eafly fo applyed to our underGand- 
ings ; befides I prefiume many things of Faith are not fuited 
to wulgar reason: If thefe be thought worthy of your an{wer, 
I defire they may be with mecknefs, as I have put the 
queftion with modefty, and can and mift be soxvinced 
on better reafen, befides 1 am young and but meanly : ead, 
and am 4 well wifoer to your Honourable Society, e/feem- 
ing yeu to love Religion, and to be propagators of a good 
and rational way among.us, J 4m your unknown Servant, 


Anjo. The firft an{wer well confider @ prevents this 
fecond. | 


Queft. 3. Gentlemen, I did fometime fince fend you a 
Relation Efteemed very authentick, much co tbe parpofe 
ollowing , 
Anno, 1376. July 22, Ata Town in Saxony called, 
Hameter, bsing much wfefted with Rats, a viufician called 
the Pidepiper pappencd to come, and agreed with the Bur- 
&¢rs to deftroy them all for 4 certain fumm, then tuning bis 
pipes all the Rats dtuced after bim, and in croffing « River 
were drowned; be then demanded his pay, which was denied 
bm. Then be fot on piping again, and 2[f the children of 
the place followed bim to 4 svliiedertig hill, which opening. 
{wallowed up all but one who lig gd bebind, —~ Upon whic 
it was decreed inthe town, That befides the date of the 
nativity of our Saviour; they fhould add: «Prom thé 
time of going out of their children, fo many years as 
fince that time ; which 14 praitifed to thes day. Now Gentle- 
men, your opinion is defired: what this Piper was, whe- 
ther man, or Demon ?———What and whence be bad power. 
to effet juch « Srange thing, 8c, what became of the cbil- 
drén? —_In this you will Ar atify feveral curious perfons,and 
particularly rhe querift, who is, your very biimble Servant, 


Anfw, That they have fuch an additional date is 
attefted. But’tis to be ebfervd thata ftory feliom 
lofes in the telling, ‘tis pofible aman might deftroy 
all, or many ef their Rats by poifea, which will immedi- 
ately make ’em run to the water to drink,and dye ther 
and ’tig allo propable the fecret perhaps not bethg ti 
thén praétis'd, that out of a retence (like j he: 
might play the while,a’ if that was the Caufe. And. 
afterwards for want of payment he might out of ree, 
v take a time ‘when cfoft of the town 
Children were a¢ y in boats,e fome other 
Way/ on she water; to moR of ‘emt; aad a A 


a 


a Demon, or any thing of that 
sre, we belive nothing of It. 
ue. q. Isa ja thas 2 peor innacent Cyckel! frould 
i.¢ infamy when the perjons whe confer it upan bim 
to be only guilty. From whence may the word Le 
d > And unser byw many CircumBances may they be 
Bicr a ¢ 


Ange, Some are in this number of happy crea- 
tures and know nothing of it. Some again thivk 
they are, but are not ; which fort of men 

able than if they really were and 
it not. “Fisfrorians have likewite tola us Gt 
men who have been fo without their wives 
atic, in their miftaking other men for ¢heir own 
husiand*. Others agzin are Cuckolds, and perceiv- 
ing ic but in part, will soc believe any thing, of it, 
through the good opinion they have of their wives. 
Some are fenfibie of ir, and do all they ¢an to hin- 
cer it: But ers both know and woud prevent it 
f if were in their p which imdeed are the 
moft nnhappy of all the kind. The word Cuckold 
has by fume been believed to be lrenically derived 
trom the word Cuckow, becaule this bicd lays her 
cgs in the neft of others; or becaufe fuch men 
uho toe familiarly vilic other mens wives, have been 
olten oblerved to fuffer in the fame kind ; or elfe 
from the realon Plixy afligns; for Vine-dreflers being 
antientiv called Cuckows, wz. flothiul,eecaufe they 
deterr  cuiting their vines till that bird began to ting, 
which was later then the right time : So that the 
fame name may haye been given to fuch men as 
throvgh negleét may lave cauled their wives to {eek 
out fome more diligent and induftrious companion. 
Some have derived it from the Greek werd Coscyx, 
and others again from the 14s word Coguus. But let 
it be from whence it will, the husbasd delerves no 
infamy in the matter, excepting fe far, as by hieewn 
perfidy,or iN treatment of his wife, he has been partly 
tlie caule of her accepting the addreflesof another, 
who will be fire not to omit any thing that lies in his 
power to add to ber felkity. And altho the wife is 
not in this cafe excufable, yet the husband may juftly 
be blamed, Lecoule he brings it upon himilelf. Tho 
where the man honeftly pertorms his part of the co- 
vencnt, he is unduubsedly free from any difgrace 
which ich the ill condu& of his wife, 
power doés no way affeét and 
us: and gs 2 vicious ation cught only te be 
Ltoics auther to tikewife that fhame and dif- 
hich is the efcct on’t, can be defervedly im- 
uted to no other, And fome whole Nations have 
been fo fay from accounting it any difhonour, that the 
fiers take it in very good part that their Prieft 
fic ucd ye with their wives on che wedding night. 
there are alfo many places ia the Bast ladies where 
the men’ will gladly permit the enjoyment ef their 
wives to fuch as will give them an Elephant ; being 
proud et having a wife valued ar fo high arate, 
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Apuertifement. 

+*4 An E[fiy towards an Hyflory of all the Remarkable Pre- 
videxces, &c. which have hapned in this prefeat Age. 
By Hidsgr Lurncr, M. A,.and Vicar of Walberton in 
Sujex. To be publifhfd by way of, Sub(ription. 
i gpofals anc Specimens, giving a full Acceynt of this 
Work, will be publifh‘d in few days by the Under- 
taker, Joba Duaton, at the Raven in Fewen-ftreet, and 
by Edm, Kiesardjan, near the Powtrey Church. 


The Hifiory of all Re’ ziens in the World, fromm, 
the Creation down te this Prefags Time, In 


-¥ 


Two Parts. Thefirft containing their TZcary, 
and the other relating their practices ; #ith Py. 
rious inttances wpew F.vcry Head, To which is add- 
ed, a Table of Aerefes: as allo a Geographical 


any thing yt publifhed on this Subject. By Willian 
Turner, M. A. ane Vicar of Wallerton in Suflex, 


y*% The 16:8 Volume of the Athenign Mercury is now 
publifhed, Relolving all che moft nice and curious que- 
ftions propefed by Ladies aha Gentleisen, relating tg 
Diviany, Peiusjaphy, Love, Marrlig’, Eifie ’, ae. 
Law, Mathematwks, Trade, &c. from Ipesd y, 

18. to Saturday, March 30. 1695. 


a Mr. Sault's Tranflatiog of the ad 
Volume of Maloraxche’s Search, afier Trush. Te which 
is added the Lite of Malbranch, 

Ali Four printed for fobv Dunton, at the Raven 
in Fewen-[treet. And are allo te be fold by Edw. Riche 
ardfon, near the Poultrey-C burce, 


Ac the gided Acorn, in St. Pauls Cherch- 
yard near $, Aufims Church, turning down the O/4 
(Change next Wasling-Seeet ; where ail forts of Papers 
and Pamphlets, are digeited in their proper order 
aad method,confifting of Divinity in all its braaches, 
and all manner of Esplefafitcal matters, Abks of Par- 
liament in moft years, and almoft al} other Parlia- 
mentary Proceedings and Conftitutions; Gazsts, and 
Nems of all forts, fiate Affairs, very curious and felcé 
Tragts, Government, Hislory, Mijcellony, «Letters, Lives, 
Charallers, Cafes, Articles of War aud Peace, Commeree, 
Lifts, Cazalogues, Londew Affairs Common and Civil, 
Lam, Printing, Prophefies, Sea Affairs, Trials,Plots, Voya 
ages, Travels, Witehcratt, War, Duelling, Gaming Irak, 
Improvements, Wushandry, Philofephical Tranfations, P. 
fick, Poems, Plays, &¢. are to be feld at reafonab 
Rates, to any Perfon, who. may have the liberty of 

cking, what they pleafe more or !efs; at theabove- 
aid Acorn next the OMChange, Catalogues, Price 
1 4, may be now had at Mr. Gilyflowers in Weft- 
minfer-Hal, Mr. Brown near Temple-bar, Mr. Bateman 
by Holborn-Bars, Mr. Hirdmarfh over againft the 
Royale Exchange Cirnbil, and at the place of fale, the. 
Shop being now opens. 


Such Perfons as.are willing to Buy or Sell Blank eg 
benefit Tickets in the Million l attery,may have ready. 
mony for either, or be furnifhed with either, at the 
Mercury Office, at the fign of the Trivity-Houfg in Finch: 
Lane, London, every, day,from 1 aClock to 4 in the Af- 
teraoon;Attesdance being given thofe 3 hours only. 
As alfo Orphans money inthe Chamber of Loudon. 


‘ 


JN Grays lan-lane in Plowy-yard,the third door,lives 

Dr. Fhomas Kirleus, a Collegiate Phyfician, and 
Sworn Phyfician in Ordinary to King Charles the Se 
cond, watil his death ; who with a. Drink and Pill (hin- 
dring no Bulinefs) undertakes to cure: any Ulcers, Sores, 
Swellings in the Noje,Face,or other parts ; Scabs, Itch, 
Scuris, Leprofies, and: Venerea! Difeafe, expeéting no- 
thing until the Cffte be finifhed: Of the laft he hath: 
cured: many. hundreds in this City, many of them after 
fluxing, which carries the evil from the Lower Parts te 
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‘the Head, and (odeftroys many. The Drink is-3s. the 


Quart, the Pill 1s. a. box, with Direétions.; .a better 
Purget.than.which was never given, for they cleani 
the kody of all Impurities,which are the caufesof Dre 
fies, Gouts,Scurwies,Stone or Gravel; Pains in the 
amd.other parts. Take heed whom you truft in Phyfick, 
for it’s become a common Cheas.to profeld it.He gives his: 
Opinion te all Chat write or come, for nothing. — 


